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Institute of Plant Breeding, Genetics and Genomics

2o23
Annual Retreat 

Columbus Marriott

C O L U M B U S ,  G A | R I V E R W A L K – U P T O W N | M AY 1 7  – 1 9

Wednesday 17

Registration + Poster set up
Historic Iron works,  Pre-function area

Welcome

Wayne Parrott – Director
Institute of Plant Breeding Genetics and Genomics

Breeding Resilient, Resistant High-Quality Grapes: The Germplasm – Technology 

– Cultivar Pipeline

Bruce Reisch - Professor 
Cornell University

Making the Grass Greener (literally): Breeding for Stress Tolerance in Turfgrass

Susana Milla-Lewis - Professor 
NC State University

New Faculty Spotlight

Breeding for Better Blueberries

Ye (Juliet) Chu – Assistant Professor
Department of Horticulture, UGA

Buffet Lunch
Historic Iron works, Pre-function area

11 AM 12 – 1 PM

1:00 – 1:10 PM

1:10 – 1:50 PM

1:50 – 2:30 PM

2:30 – 2:50 PM

Break + Social Bingo
Historic Iron works,  Pre-function area

3:00 – 3:50 PM

#23pbggRetreat
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2:50 PM

Deborah Franco Recognition
Historic Iron Works, The Foundry A

F o r  h e r  s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  I n s t i t u t e
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https://goo.gl/maps/4RyHdGbFGWsre3m16
https://goo.gl/maps/gLLNY8sJ1ZajjByz7
https://plantbreeding.caes.uga.edu/
https://nctbg.wordpress.ncsu.edu/
https://hort.caes.uga.edu/people/faculty/ye-juliet-chu.html
https://cals.cornell.edu/bruce-irving-reisch
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Dinner + Bowling

The John Ingle Innovation in Plant Breeding Award
Shelley Fincher 
Innovation Getaway, Office of Research, UGA

John Ingle Awardee

Deciphering Genetic Resistance of Soybean to Southern Stem Canker (Diaporthe aspalathi)
Habib Widyawam – PhD Student
Institute of Plant Breeding Genetics and Genomics

John Ingle Awardee

Applications for Whole Genome Sequencing of Hybrid Epichloë Endophytes
Kendall Lee – PhD Student
Institute of Plant Breeding Genetics and Genomics

John Ingle Awardee

Muscadine Aroma Volatiles, Calling the Possum
Gaurab Bhattarai – PhD Student
Institute of Plant Breeding Genetics and Genomics

6:00 – 6:45 PM

3:50 – 4:00 PM

4:00 – 4:20 PM

4:20 – 4:40 PM

4:40 – 5:00 PM
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6:45 – 7:45 PM

7:45 PM

Stars and Strikes Columbus

Dinner

Bowling

Arcade
[ $10 card provided ]

Thursday 18

7:00 – 8:00 AM

Fun Run
Hotel Lobby

8:30 PM Social
Hotel Bar, Houlihan’s
[2 Drink Tickets Provided]

Breakfast
Hotel Restaurant, Houlihan's
8:00 – 9:00 AM

The Ten Most Important Rules to Follow If You Want to Be a Successful 
Annual Ornamental Plant Breeder
Laura Masor – Senior Plant Breeder
WinGen LLC 

9:00 – 9:40 AM

Leveraging QTLs, eQTLs and Metabolomics in Apple Rootstock Breeding
Gennaro Fazio – Plant Breeder and Research Geneticist
USDA-ARS Plant Genetic Resources Unit, Geneva, NY

9:40 – 10:20 AM

Poster Viewing + Granola Bar
Historic Iron Works, Pre-function Area
10:20 – 10:50 AM
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https://www.linkedin.com/in/kendall-lee-76a2211a5/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/m-habib-widyawan-576980175/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/gaurab-bhattarai-230461112/
https://goo.gl/maps/ySweA5BXy9SBTcFD8
https://www.linkedin.com/in/laura-masor-12744b52/
https://www.ars.usda.gov/northeast-area/geneva-ny/plant-genetic-resources-unit-pgru/people/gennaro-fazio/


River and Outdoor Activities 

6:00 – 7:00 PM
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7:00 – 8:00 PM

Coca-Cola Space Science Center

Tubing | Stand Up Paddleboarding
Kayaking | Walking | Biking

9 PM Social
Hotel Bar, Houlihan’s
[1 Drink Ticket Provided]

Poster Competition
Historic Iron Works, Pre-function Area
10:50 – 12:20 PM

Buffet Lunch
Historic Iron works, Pre-function area
12:20 – 1:20 PM

Faculty Meeting
Historic Iron Works, The Foundry B
1:20 – 2:50 PM

GSA Meeting
Historic Iron Works, The Foundry A

1:20 – 1:50 PM

Graduate Student &
Postdoc Workshop
Historic Iron Works, The Foundry A
1:50 – 2:50 PM

2:50 – 5:30 PM

Reception & Drinks 
with Keynote Speaker: Geoff Graham  

Reception + Museum Exhibitions [Cash Bar, One Drink Ticket Provided]

Keynote Speaker

Driving Breeding Improvement via the Application 
of New Technologies
Geoff Graham – Vice President Plant Breeding
Corteva

8:25 – 9:00 PM Planetarium Show

Waveshaper Island

L e d  b y

Jeff Thompson – Global Soybean Lead
Corteva

https://goo.gl/maps/oMxQgRr5F6spE4Vg6
https://www.corteva.us/?cid=mkch:sem_mktp:gsh_ctry:us_brnd:cph_agny:IHA_mkdv:pd_objv:cod_audn:frm_prct:cp_cpds:ADW-CP-Corteva-Brand-Search-Brand_cpky:11001!s_kwcid=AL!9480!3!corveta!648480719468!e!!g!&gad=1&gclid=CjwKCAjw6IiiBhAOEiwALNqncWIEWwgPfXAu9oUyWn_-aadG0soit76gBv4dKqLd-WPl7DTXKa_FvBoCv2gQAvD_BwE
https://goo.gl/maps/ZLyXTxwxxSy4mQ769
https://www.corteva.us/?cid=mkch:sem_mktp:gsh_ctry:us_brnd:cph_agny:IHA_mkdv:pd_objv:cod_audn:frm_prct:cp_cpds:ADW-CP-Corteva-Brand-Search-Brand_cpky:11001!s_kwcid=AL!9480!3!corveta!648480719468!e!!g!&gad=1&gclid=CjwKCAjw6IiiBhAOEiwALNqncWIEWwgPfXAu9oUyWn_-aadG0soit76gBv4dKqLd-WPl7DTXKa_FvBoCv2gQAvD_BwE
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Friday 19 [Check-out  by  11 AM]

Poster Awards Winners – Adjourn
Historic Iron Works, The Foundry A 

Breakfast
Hotel Restaurant, Houlihan's
8:00 – 8:45 AM

PBGG Graduate Program Update
Esther van der Knapp
Historic Iron Works, The Foundry A

IPBGG Postdoc talk

Pre-breeding Efforts in Aronia Berry: Developing a New Native Crop for the 

Southeast US
Leynar Leyton Naranjo – Postdoctoral Research Associate
Department of Horticulture UGA, Carol Robacker Lab

IPBGG Postdoc talk

ArabidopsisHD-ZIP III Transcription Factors Promote Sugar Beet Cyst Nematode 

Feeding Site Formation
Xungliang Liu – Postdoctoral Research Associate
Department of Plant Pathology UGA, Melissa Mitchum Lab

9:50 – 10:10 AM

10:10 – 10:30 AM

10:30 – 11:00 AM

[ Faculty Only ]

Harshavardhan  Thippareddi
Interim Associate Dean for Research
Historic Iron Works, The Foundry A
11:05 – 11:45 AM

11:45 – 12:00 PM

Box Lunch
Historic Iron Works, Pre-function area 
12 PM
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Graduate Student Meeting – Part 2
Historic Iron Works, The Foundry B 
11:05 – 11:45 AM

Applying for IPBGG Membership

Understanding the Mechanisms Underlying Improved Abiotic Stress Tolerance in 

Turfgrasses

David Jespersen  – Associate Professor
Crop and Soil Sciences, UGA9:15 – 9:50 AM

Min 
Break5
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[ Faculty Only ]

Tuition Return and Management 
Historic Iron Works, The Foundry A

8:45 – 9:15 AM

https://site.caes.uga.edu/mitchumlab/xunliang-liu-postdoctoral-fellow/
https://about.me/leynar
https://site.caes.uga.edu/jespersenlab/
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